
Welcome to Worship! 
Northeast UMC - July 26, 2020 

 

Please center your spirits and prepare for worship by turning your microphone off. 
Please join us for a virtual coffee hour following the service! 
 
We are so glad you are here! We will start at 10:15am. 
 

Opening Prayer 
As we gather together, we praise You, Lord, for Sister Water, 
So useful, humble, precious and pure.* 
 
Glory to you, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer of all that is and shall be. 
 
Gracious God, present everywhere, may your love, like water, pour over our thirsty 
spirits, cleansing, refreshing, and renewing us.  Be present as we seek to know you, to 
love you, and so respond to your unconditional love for us.  Amen. 
*St. Francis of Assisi 
 
Service of Baptism 
Pastor: Siblings in Christ: through Baptism we both declare publicly and receive 
inwardly the truth that we are now part of Jesus Christ’s quirky, weird, wonderful, 
loving, challenging, justice-doing family called Church. With water and God’s 
unpredictable and present Spirit, we say “Yes!” as individuals, as a family, as God’s 
people, to God’s ongoing work to create a world where love, not fear, has the final 
say. And unlike so many things in our 21st century American lives, all this is God’s gift, 
offered to us without price. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. Eternal God; when nothing existed but chaos, you swept across 
the dark waters and brought forth light. In the days of Noah you saved those on the 
ark through water. After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow. When you saw 
your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through the sea. Their 
children you brought through the Jordan to the land which you promised. 
 
Pastor: In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, a Middle Eastern migrant who 
descended from refugees, and was nurtured in the water of a woman’s body. He was 
baptized with water by a strange outsider and anointed by your Spirit. He called his 
followers to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and to make disciples 
of all people of all ages, nations, races, and genders. 
 
Pastor: Pour out your Holy Spirit, to bless this gift of water and those who receive it, 
to transform them so they may turn away from that which blocks your grace 
throughout their lives that by following in Christ’s footsteps they may not fear death 
and share in your banquet of eternal abundance. All praise to you, Eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives forever. Amen. 
 
Pastor: And so, who is being presented for baptism today? 
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Parents: We present Isabel Grace Ambrosius Ward for baptism. 
 
Pastor: On behalf of Christ’s whole beloved, broken, and beautiful Church, I ask you: 
Do you turn from the forces that block God’s grace and turn to God to receive a spirit 
of faith, hope, courage, and love? If so, please say ‘I do.’ 
 
Family: I do. 
 
Pastor: Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, 
and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? If so, please say ‘I do.’ 
 
Family: I do. 
 
Pastor: Do you confess Jesus Christ as the one who saves you? Do you actively and 
regularly work on putting your whole trust in his grace? And do you promise to serve 
him as your Lord, together with Christ’s church that is full of people of all ages, 
nations, genders, and races? If so, please say ‘I do.’ 
 
Family: I do. 
 
Pastor: Will you nurture this child in this sacred community of Christ called the 
Church, that by the words you say and the actions you take they may be guided to 
accept God’s grace for themselves, to share their God-story openly, and to lead a life 
following Jesus? If so, please say ‘I will.’ 
 
Family: I will. 
 
Pastor to the congregation: Do you, as Christ’s expression of love, the beloved, and 
broken, and beautiful Church, reaffirm both your turning away from that which 
blocks God’s grace and your commitment to Christ? If so, please say ‘We will.’ 
 
Congregation: We will. 
 
Pastor: Inspired by Jesus’ example, empowered by the Holy Spirit’s love, and filled 
with awe of God, will you care for the hearts, bodies, and minds of one another, and of 
these persons now before you in your care? 
 
Congregation: With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according 
to the example of Jesus Christ. We will surround these persons with a community 
of love and forgiveness, that they may grow in their trust of God, be found faithful 
in their service to others. We will love and support them that they may be 
courageous and compassionate disciples of Christ. 
 
Pastor: Isabel Grace Ambrosius Ward, I baptize you in the name of the Creator, and of 
the Redeemer, and of the Sustainer. The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born 
through water and the Spirit, you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Pastor to the congregation: Now it is our joy to welcome our new sibling in Christ! 
Members of the family of God, I give this person to you to love and care for them. Do 
all in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love.  
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Congregation: We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we 
welcome you with a Jesus kind of love. As family together with you in Christ and in 
this congregation of the Methodist Church, we renew our promise to faithfully 
participate in the work of the Spirit by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 
service, and our witness, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Opening Song  
UMH 611 - Child of Blessing, Child of Promise 
Words: Ronald S. Cole-Turner, 1981 
Music: Attr. to C.F. Witt, Psalmodia Sacra, 1715 
adapt. by Henry J. Gauntlett 
 
Verse 1 
Child of blessing, child of promise,  
love's creation, love indeed!  
Fresh from God, refresh our spirits,  
into joy and laughter lead. 
 
Verse 2 
Child of joy, our dearest treasure,  
God's you are, from God you came.  
Back to God we humbly give you,  
blessing you in Jesus' name. 
 
Baptism Song 
UMH 605 - Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 
Words: Ruth Duck, 1987 
Music: B.F. White, 1844 
 
Verse 1 
Wash, O God, our sons and daughters 
Where your cleansing waters flow 
Number them among your people 
Bless as Christ blessed long ago 
Weave them garments bright and sparkling 
Compass them with love and light 
Fill, anoint them, send your Spirit 
Holy Dove and heart’s Delight 
 
Verse 2 
We who bring them long for nurture 
By your milk may we be fed 
Let us join your feast, partaking 
Cup of blessing, living bread 
God, renew us, guide our footsteps 
Free from sin and all its snares 
One with Christ in living, dying 
By your Spirit, children, heirs 
 
Verse 3 
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Oh, how deep your holy wisdom 
Unimagined all your ways 
To your name be glory, honor 
With our lives we worship, praise 
We your people stand before you, 
Water-washed and Spirit-born 
By your grace our lives we offer 
Re-create us; God, transform! 
 
Kids’ Time 
 
Song 
Centering Song 
TFWS 2248 - Baptized in Water 
Words: Michael Saward, 2001 
Music: Bunessan 
 
Verse 1 
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
cleansed by the blood of Christ, our King; 
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, 
faithfully now God's praises we sing. 
 
Verse 2 
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
dead in the tomb with Christ, our King; 
one with his rising,freed and forgiven, 
thankfully now God's praises we sing. 
 
Verse 3 
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
marked with the sign of Christ, our King; 
born of one Father, we are his children, 
joyfully now God's praises we sing. 
 
Prayers of Breathing & People (Breathing Exercise & Prayers of the People) 
 
 
Scripture Reading: Romans 8:26-39 

26 In the same way, the Spirit comes to help our weakness. We don’t know what we 
should pray, but the Spirit himself pleads our case with unexpressed groans. 27 The 
one who searches hearts knows how the Spirit thinks, because he pleads for the 
saints, consistent with God’s will. 28 We know that God works all things together for 
good for the ones who love God, for those who are called according to his purpose. 
29 We know this because God knew them in advance, and he decided in advance that 
they would be conformed to the image of his Son. That way his Son would be the first 
of many brothers and sisters. 30 Those who God decided in advance would be 
conformed to his Son, he also called. Those whom he called, he also made righteous. 
Those whom he made righteous, he also glorified. 
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31 So what are we going to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
32 He didn’t spare his own Son but gave him up for us all. Won’t he also freely give us 
all things with him? 

33 Who will bring a charge against God’s elect people? It is God who acquits them. 34 
Who is going to convict them? It is Christ Jesus who died, even more, who was raised, 
and who also is at God’s right side. It is Christ Jesus who also pleads our case for us. 

35 Who will separate us from Christ’s love? Will we be separated by trouble, or 
distress, or harassment, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is 
written, 

We are being put to death all day long for your sake. 

    We are treated like sheep for slaughter.[a] 

37 But in all these things we win a sweeping victory through the one who loved us. 38 
I’m convinced that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord: 
not death or life, not angels or rulers, not present things or future things, not powers 
39 or height or depth, or any other thing that is created. 

 
Sermon  
 
 
Lord's Prayer  
All: Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name shall echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed 
by the peoples of the earth! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Call to Action & Announcements:   
● Call Minneapolis Council Members (in lieu of Care Calls this week): 

○ Support a ballot initiative to remove the Minneapolis Police Department 
and to replace with the a Department focused on Community and Public 
Safety and to lead to get a referendum on the ballot this year! 

● Contact your State legislators 
● Building White Stamina groups 
● Peace, Power & Justice t-shirts (campaign ending soon!) 
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● Hymn Sing Happy Hour - Thursday 5-6pm - Facebook Live! 
 
 
Sending Song  
UMH 400 - Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Words: Text: Robert Robinson, Robert Robinson 
Music: Nettleton 
 
Verse 1 
Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
mount of thy redeeming love. 
 
Verse 2 
Here I raise mine Ebenezer; 
hither by thy help I'm come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed his precious blood. 
 
Verse 3 
O to grace how great a debtor 
daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 
here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
seal it for thy courts above. 
 
Blessing  
 
POSTLUDE 
Thank you for worshipping together! 
As you go forth, remember: 
● Check in with each other regularly 
● Deep, slow breaths 
● Continue to give!  

○ Mail it in, or give by text to 612.999.2952, or give online at 
www.northeastumc.com 
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