
Welcome to  
Pentecost Sunday Worship! 

 
Prelude 
 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship 
One: We gather today on Pentecost Sunday, remembering when the Holy 
Spirit lit a fire atop the heads of our spiritual predecessors. 

All: Holy God, help us see your Holy Spirit in the fires that have been 
lit in our city. 

One: We gather today on Pentecost Sunday, remembering when a 
multitude of voices spoke languages that were different from their own. 

All: Holy God, help us listen to the voices in our city singing songs 
we may not want to hear. 

One: We gather today on Pentecost Sunday, remembering the day when 
God poured God’s spirit on all people and gave signs of wonder through 
blood, fire, and smoke. 

All: Holy God, help us see signs of the new world you are longing to 
create with us right here, right now. We open our bodies, hearts, 
and minds to you, so that we may not miss the movement of your 
Spirit in this time. On this day of contrasts where we live with 
lament and celebration, anger and joy, paralysis and action, we ask 
that you fill us with the good news of your fire that we may be 
faithful, courageous and compassionate disciples of Jesus. Amen, 
amen. 

 
Opening Song -  UMH 64 “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!” (v. 1, 2 & 4) 
 
Opening Reading by Pastor Ron Bell (with some edits for length) 

Did you see the fire? Not the one burning down the precinct but the 
one burning in the hearts of the wounded in my community? The grieving 
mothers and grandmothers recalling the voice of our dear brother George 
Floyd, as he called for his mother, while taking his last breath. The burning 
of the hearts of we who wept, when our governmental leaders refused to 
arrest the murderer of this wicked and inhumane deed. Did you see that 
fire?  
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Did you see the shattered glass, not those easily replaceable windows 
scattered in pieces on the ground under our feet? Instead, the shattered 
glass of expectation for justice, the shattered glass of respect for our 
humanity that our murderers continue to display, the shattered glass of 
hope as we watched our brother’s body lay, lifeless under the knee of his 
murderer. Did you see that glass shatter? 

You must have witnessed the looting? Not the ones the cameras and 
social media love to exploit, but instead the looting of our human rights. 
The looting of our constitutional rights as citizens. The looting of our 
communities for decades by corporations for greed. Did you see that 
looting? 

I think you were so busy looking for a riot that you missed the 
gathering of the grieving. I think you were so busy looking for looters that 
you missed the lament and heartbreak of a community. I think you were so 
busy looking for trouble that you missed the tragedy of systemic racialized 
trauma on the bodies of black and brown people. Tonight, tomorrow, and 
even the next day I beg of you, look again. Look again. 

Once you have really looked upon our sorrow, once you have put away 
your hashtags, retweets and emojis, once you have set with the weight of 
our sorrow what you will discover is my city has become your city. My pain 
has become your pain. That young person protesting has become your 
young person grieving, that kid looting has become your kid weeping. Do 
not look away. For then and only then will you be truly with us! Look again. 
 
Story from Quarantine - Siskind family 
 
Kids’ Time 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Centering Song -  UMH 539 “O Spirit of the Living God” (v. 1-3) 
 
Prayer of Confession & Honoring Our Pain 
One: Most merciful God, 
All: We confess we are drowning in sin and can only be saved through 
the grace of Jesus Christ. We confess that our nation and its wealth were 
built on the backs of children of God who were stolen from their homes, 
separated from their families, imprisoned, starved, sold, beaten and 
forced to work in the fields and homes that are the bedrock of our 
wealth. We confess that while enslaved people were granted freedom, 
self governance and land at the end of the Civil War, the US government 
backed out of this promise.  
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We confess that during reconstruction the United States enacted laws 
that enshrined structural inequality for people who had been enslaved, 
their descendants, and all who looked like them. 
We confess we are still enacting laws to disenfranchise and disempower 
black americans. 
We confess separate but equal was never equal.  
We confess separation, and continued inequality, was the intent and 
outcome of Jim Crow laws.  
We confess that our nation did not want to integrate schools, cafes or 
communities.  
We confess we still fear integration. 
We confess that the GI bill was written to exclude black Americans.  
We confess that our criminal justice system primarily exists to oppress 
black bodies.  
We confess we continue to work to suppress the black vote. 
We confess welfare reform is an effort to starve the black community of 
resources. 
We confess that our political, economic, educational systems are built in 
ways that continue the oppressive legacy of slavery.  
We confess that we live in a nation that prioritizes the lives, the bodies, 
the families, the careers and the feelings of people of European descent 
over those of African descent.  
We confess that we benefit from these systems and defend them to 
maintain our own power. 
We confess that these systems keep us from living in full and loving 
relationship with our neighbors of African descent. 
We confess that thinking about the legacy of slavery makes us 
uncomfortable.  
We confess that talking about white supremacy makes us angry.  
We confess that we are afraid of losing the power and privilege white 
supremacy provides.  
We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  
We ask for your forgiveness Holy God, and for your spirit to work within 
us that we might have the power, strength and grace to change.  
One: People of God, we know that sometimes Jesus calls us into discomfort 
that we might be changed. We hold faith that Christ is with us in our 
discomfort. 
All: We know that in Christ there is no longer Greek nor Jew, slave nor 
free, black nor white.  
We know that in Jesus’ first sermon as recorded in Luke, he opened a 
scroll and read the words of the prophet Isaiah,  “The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
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and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
We know that Jesus commanded us to love our neighbor as ourselves 
and to give up what we have and follow him.  
We know Jesus commanded we not only confess, but repent of our sin.  
One: Let us join together in repentance as individuals and as a community 
All: We turn from the power and privilege afforded us through the 
legacy of slavery. We repent of our desire for power over others.  We 
turn towards working for God’s ways of love and justice.  
We commit to learning about racial inequality and working for racial 
justice.  
We commit to dismantling white privilege in our own hearts, the hearts 
of those around us, and the systems we have created to uphold it. We 
commit to being not just not racist, but being anti-racist.  
We commit to learning about the possibilities of reparations. 
We commit to dismantling racial injustice in this congregation and the 
larger church through study and action. 
One: In making these commitments in front of one another, we continue 
the work of dismantling the legacy of slavery as a community. Let us hold 
one another accountable to this work in the name of Christ. 
All: Through the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we are forgiven all our 
sins.  Go out in the spirit of repentance and sin no more. 
 
Scripture Reading 
Acts 2:1-21 - When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one 
place. 2 Suddenly a sound from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to 
be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of them. 4 They were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the 
Spirit enabled them to speak. 

5 There were pious Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They were 
mystified because everyone heard them speaking in their native languages. 
7 They were surprised and amazed, saying, “Look, aren’t all the people who 
are speaking Galileans, every one of them? 8 How then can each of us hear 
them speaking in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; as 
well as residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the regions of Libya bordering Cyrene; 
and visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism), 11 Cretans and 
Arabs—we hear them declaring the mighty works of God in our own 
languages!” 12 They were all surprised and bewildered. Some asked each 
other, “What does this mean?” 13 Others jeered at them, saying, “They’re 
full of new wine!” 
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14 Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and 
declared, “Judeans and everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen 
carefully to my words! 15 These people aren’t drunk, as you suspect; after 
all, it’s only nine o’clock in the morning! 16 Rather, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 

17 In the last days, God says, 
I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
    Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 
    Your young will see visions. 
    Your elders will dream dreams. 
18     Even upon my servants, men and women, 
        I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
        and they will prophesy. 
19 I will cause wonders to occur in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood and fire and a cloud of smoke. 
20 The sun will be changed into darkness, 
    and the moon will be changed into blood, 
        before the great and spectacular day of the Lord comes. 
21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

 
Sermon  -  “With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live 
according to the example of Jesus Christ. We will create a community of 
love and forgiveness, that all may grow in their trust of God, and be found 
faithful in their service to others. We will love and support one another that 
we may be courageous and compassionate disciples of Christ.” 
 
Song of Response, Solo - “Christ Still Rises” 
 
Lord's Prayer  
All: Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name shall echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed 
by the peoples of the earth! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever. 
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Amen. 
 
Responsory Song - UMH 572 “Pass It On” 
 
Returning with Joy (have kids show their art!) 
 
Call to Action 
 
Some Announcements  
● COVID-19 Response Plan 
● All-Church Gathering June 7 
● Introduce Servant Leaders June 7 

 
Sending Song - UMH 577 - “God of Grace and God of Glory” (1, 3, 4) 
 
Blessing  
 
POSTLUDE 

Invitation to Offering 
Continue to give!  
Mail it in, or give by text to 612.999.2952, or give online! 
https://northeastumc.breezechms.com/give/online 
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